University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiCen

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

5-25-1990

Salvadoran Government & Rebels Establish
Tentative Agenda For Cease-fire
Deborah Tyroler

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen
Recommended Citation
Tyroler, Deborah. "Salvadoran Government & Rebels Establish Tentative Agenda For Cease-fire." (1990).
https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/noticen/4047

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiCen by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 070503
ISSN: 1089-1560

Salvadoran Government &amp; Rebels Establish Tentative
Agenda For Cease-fire
by Deborah Tyroler
Category/Department: General
Published: Friday, May 25, 1990
On May 21, after six days of closed-door meetings in Caracas, negotiators representing the
Salvadoran government and the Farabundo Marti National Liberation Front (FMLN) released a
statement saying that by mid-September, the two sides plan to complete the basic terms of a ceasefire. Arrangements to terminate "any act that ignores the rights of the civilian population" are to
be established at the same time. Prior to arranging a cease-fire, government and rebel negotiators
agreed to discuss a series of political accords. This agenda specifies seven areas for negotiation the
armed forces, human rights, the judicial system, the electoral system, constitutional reform, socioeconomic problems, and UN verification. Once the above agreements have been concluded, by
mid- September, participants in the talks would take up questions of guarantees and conditions
for the rebels' integration into civilian society. The final stage of the negotiations process would
consist of mechanisms to be adopted toward consolidating the objectives of the peace process,
including UN verification. UN spokesperson Francois Guliani said the next round of talks would
take place in mid-June at a site yet to be determined. The statement released in Caracas and New
York was signed by heads of both delegations, and by Alvaro de Soto, UN Secretary General Javier
de Cuellar's envoy. The rebel delegation was headed by commanders Schafik Handal and Eduardo
Sancho. The government side in the talks was led by Justice Minister Oscar Santamaria. Meanwhile,
in San Salvador, the rebel command released a statement saying the guerrillas reserved the right
to launch offensives anywhere in El Salvador until a truce was reached. The statement charged
that as the Caracas talks began May 16, the armed forces launched a major offensive with "aerial
bombings, massive artillery attacks, helicopter transports and movements of infantry troops"
in all rebel-held rural areas. "The FMLN reiterates that in the absence of a cease-fire agreed to
through political accords...we reserve the legitimate right to defend ourselves," it said. This could
include "launching offensives of any size, whenever necessary, anywhere in the national territory."
The statement pointed out that five days of "intense" combat promoted by the army does not
constitute routine operations. The FMLN said it had destroyed one helicopter, and damaged two,
while also causing "dozens" of troop casualties. The rebels denied a military report on the death
of Commander Leoncio Pichinte. According to the FMLN, subsequent to the initial agreement
to hold talks finalized April 4 in Geneva, the government escalated interference of broadcasts by
the rebels' two clandestine stations, Radio Venceremos and Radio Farabundo Marti. The purpose
of such interference, said the statement, was to limit information and debate on the peace talks
and simultaneous activities by the government and the military. (Basic data from AFP, Notimex,
05/21/90; Xinhua, 05/22/90)
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